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Boycott “The Chief” 2005-2006!

Boycott Who?: Campus Town stores that sell “Chief Illiniwek” merchandise.  Focus on the following
three bookstores:  Follett Bookstore, T.I.S. College Bookstore, Illini Union Bookstore.   Visit
www.iresist.org for more information.

In the aftermath of the NCAA report released on August 5, 2005 (see http://iresist.org/news.html) which
characterizes  UIUC’s use of “Chief Illiniwek” and “Fighting Illini” as “hostile and abusive”, we are in a
unique position to increase pressure on the BOT to take action this school year.  Show your support for
retiring the “Chief” by joining the 2005-2006 boycott of UIUC’s mascot.

Students:  Purchase your textbooks and school supplies from stores that are NOT profiting from the sale
of American-Indian imagery.  We suggest ordering all of your books online.  In addition, let your
professors know you support the boycott and would like the class book list before the beginning of the
Fall 2005 semester.  You can also encourage your professors to develop readers, use the online course
reserves, or use multimedia at the beginning of the semester to help give students time for the delivery
of your online book orders.  Ask businesses to stop displaying and selling “Chief” merchandise.  You
can also forward this info to friends and to other listservs.

Faculty: We are asking all faculty members concerned with this issue NOT to submit their Fall 2005 or
Spring 2006 book orders to any of the three bookstores (this is usually accomplished by delivering your
book list to your department secretary).  Instead, submit your booklist directly to your students before
the semester begins.  At the start of the semester, use multi-media, online articles, course e-reserves,
readers and handouts as your main materials for assignments.  This will give students a few weeks to
purchase their books from alternative sources. You can also send your course syllabi to prospective
students prior to the first day of class and encourage them to buy books elsewhere.  You can retrieve a
list of students registered in your class(es) by (1) logging onto your banner account at
https://apps.uillinois.edu/ (2) clicking on the faculty self service link (3) clicking on the faculty/advisor
services link (4) selecting UIUC and (5) finding your listed classes.  With Banner you can email all your
students at the click of a button.

Why boycott?

Because the University of Illinois Board of Trustee’s (BOT) has not approached any anti-“Chief”
organization to reach their so called “consensus conclusion” or consulted with the Native American
House on issues related to the mascot, we encourage  the anti-“Chief” community to continue their
protest against the use of this hostile and abusive symbol.  Efforts should target businesses that profit
from the sale of American-Indian imagery – focusing on those establishments that prominently
display/sell merchandise with the “Chief Illiniwek” symbol and/or the term “Fighting Illini” as well as
other commodified forms of American-Indian stereotypes.  In particular, Follet’s bookstore is the most
pro-mascot bookstores in Campus Town.  If you absolutely must purchase supplies from a local
bookstore, please choose the Illini Union Bookstore since part of their profits go to student programs).

The boycott will continue until the Board of Trustees votes to retire and stop licensing the “Chief”
mascot and the term “Fighting Illini”at UIUC or when individual businesses negotiate an acceptable
end to the sale of their offensive merchandise.  Contact info@iresist.org for further questions.


